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Brief Biography: 
Tim is the Director and Co-founder of the Master of Sustainable Peacebuilding at UW-Milwaukee and 
professor of Systems Ecology in the Center for Global Health Equity. He is an evolutionary ecologist, 
receiving his PhD from the Kellogg Biological Station of Michigan State University where his research 
explored the complex ways that individuals, populations and communities adapt to disturbance and 
changing environments. Since arriving at UWM, he and his students have carried out numerous projects in 
aquatic restoration ecology, using the principles of social-ecological resilience theory to engage 
communities in holistic planning, strategic design, project implementation and adaptive management.  He 
has worked in Wisconsin, Costa Rica, Romania and the Balkans/Black Sea region, and more recently with 
MSP Partners in Kenya, Guatemala and Ecuador. His published work spans topics including adaptive 
learning, risk management, stressor-response relationships, community engagement, environmental 
governance, and implications of policy interventions on ecosystem services, conflict transformation and 
environmental health. 

Educational Background: 
• National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship in Environmental Biology, Queen’s 

University Biological Station and University of Toronto 
• Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Kellogg Biological Station, Michigan State University 
• Ph.D. Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Michigan State University 
• M.S. Biology, Northwestern University 
• B.A. Biology, Northwestern University 
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